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...with our funders

...with our partners
To meet the needs of our 
community as effectively 
as possible, CEO has 
more than 230 unique 
partnerships with over  
150 local businesses, 
school districts, 
associations, and  
fellow non-profits.

2331 FIFTH AVENUE, TROY, NY 12180
(518) 272-6012

www.ceoempowers.org

Over 90% of our funding 
goes directly toward services 
that are changing lives and 
improving our community.  
Help make a difference:
www.ceoempowers.org/how-to-give

Donate  
     Now

When CEO was first formed over 50 years 
ago, it was a local, grassroots effort designed 
to respond to a national crisis.  Community 
organizers joined together with the goal to 
provide opportunity for children, individuals 
and families who had few resources and little 
hope.  

The agency’s first program was a summer 
Head Start program, and soon outreach 
centers were established in communities with 
high occurrences of poverty.  These centers 
empowered people to identify their own path 
and provided the resources necessary to create 
positive change in their lives. And from there, 
CEO kept growing. It is estimated that since our 
incorporation in 1965, more than 500,000 lives 
have been changed by CEO!

Our 50th Anniversary year gave us much to 
celebrate.  Not only did we recognize a rich 
history that has seen the agency grow by leaps 
and bounds over the past half-century, we also 
took the opportunity to prepare for the next 50 
years of CEO!  Our fresh new brand, unveiled in 
February 2015, has provided the modern look 
and feel to match the evolving personality of the 
agency.  

As we look forward to our next 50 years, we 
remember our humble roots which date back 
to President Lyndon B. Johnson’s Economic 
Opportunity Act in 1964 – to ensure the basic 
rights of education, training, work and a dignified 
life would be afforded to all people, regardless of 
their economic status.  Throughout our history, 
our looks may have changed, but our purpose 
remains the same – to change lives and improve 
our community.
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Our CustomersCEO’s Impact

Individuals 
and families 

were provided 
emergency 

food 
assistance.

Volunteers 
moved into 

action within 
CEO’s many 

programs and 
services.

5,093

354

382

235

Homes rehabilitated or 
weatherized to improve safety 
and increase energy efficiency.

2,404

Infants and 
children were 
provided the 

adequate 
nutrition 

necessary to 
support healthy 

development.

419
Youth 

increased their 
academic, 
athletic or 

social skills to 
enhance their 

school success.

Individuals 
obtained 

health care 
services for 
themselves 
or a family 
member.

701
Number of children 
who participated in 
preschool activities 

to develop school 
readiness skills.

32
Youth and adults 
increased their 

skill set through 
educational and 

skills training 
opportunities.

V ictoria
When Victoria Prentice 
(pictured right) first came 
to CEO, she was pregnant 
and out of work on her 
doctor’s orders.  “Financially, 
it was penny-to-penny every 
single day,” Victoria recalls.  When 
Victoria found WIC, she found the 
support she needed to help her make it 
through that tough time and put food on the 
table.  
 
“Victoria walked into this program just as a consumer, 
not having any idea that we were going to change her 
life,” says Melissa Sacco (pictured left), CEO’s WIC 
Manager.  
 
When Victoria’s son was just a few months old, she 
became aware of a unique opportunity to become 
a WIC Breastfeeding Peer Counselor, which pairs 
experienced mothers as peer support for new or 
struggling mothers.
 
“I’m so happy to be a part of helping these moms the 
way that the program helped me,” says Victoria of her 
experience at WIC.
 
Learn more about Victoria’s story and hear additional 
stories of CEO’s impact in our new video:
www.ceoempowers.org/ceovideo

Message from 
our President

2015 was a year of 
celebration for CEO!  As we 

rang in our 50th anniversary, we 
did so with the rollout of a bright, 

beautiful new brand.  The energy we 
have seen rally around our new look and 

new messaging is unparalleled.

As I look back on 2015, I consider our new tagline, 
“Changing lives, improving our community.”  That is 
really what CEO is all about, and no words could say it 
better.  I invite you to take a look at our Annual Report 
to see just how CEO has changed lives and improved 
our community – in 2015, but also throughout our 
long history.

As you see what we’ve been up to, I encourage you to 
consider how you can get involved – either through 
partnership, volunteerism, donations and more.  Ask 
yourself, “How can I change lives and improve our 
community?”
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CEO was formally  
incorporated on  
March 31, 1965.

Federal funding  
supports the launch of the 

Foster Grandparent Program.

CEO establishes the Special 
Supplemental Feeding  

Program for Women, Infants 
and Children (WIC), serving 
Rensselaer County families.

CEO opens a Food Pantry in 
response to local need.

Troy School District begins 
partnership with CEO to 

operate the Universal Pre-
Kindergarten program.

CEO secures funding to  
develop the YouthBuild  

program, offering education 
and skills training to  

underprivileged youth.

CEO responds to the  
American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act by expanding 
Weatherization Assistance 
Program services and Early 

Head Start child care openings.

CEO celebrates its 50th  
Anniversary with a new 
brand, creating a bright,  

modern face to the  
community staple.

Through the Years


